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In 1994, an edited and English translation of the Ger-
man text Ein Handbuch fur die Praxis auf Wissen-
schaftlicher Grundlage entitled Herbal Drugs and 
Phytopharmaceuticals: A Handbook for Practice on a 
Scientific Basis was published. The book included 
181 monographs of herbals commonly used in Europe 
and Asia. The monographs contained information on 
plant source, synonyms, constituents, indications, side 
effects, herbal testing information, residue informa-
tion, and regulatory status in European countries. 
Other items included herbal illustrations and 5 in-
dexes. The text was a very useful reference for any-
one interested in herbal products. 

The second edition should have been a timely wel-
come since pharmacists and other healthcare profes-
sionals are being besieged by questions about herbal 
medicines. However, this second edition is an exact 
reprinting of the first edition. Therefore, it is the opin-
ion of this reviewer that this reference is actually a 
second printing and not a second edition. Indeed, the 
most recent cited references are from 1994, making 
some sections and information outdated. 
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