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Never before has there been a book that describes fully the
transformation of clinical pharmacy. In this book’s first
edition, Drs. Elenbaas and Worthen captivate readers
with a variety of methods to demonstrate how a profession
has changed dramatically over time. The chronological
timeline beginning in 1900 flows across the bottom of
each page and spans the entire book. Notable cultural,
political, economical, technological, health, and health
legislation events are described to provide the context
for which pharmacy change could and did occur. Reflec-
tive essays written by prominent and influential leaders
within the profession give readers personal accounts of
major milestones achieved. Clearly, the authors and re-
viewers worked diligently to present an accurate and
complete chronology of events. They also go beyond
the historical and transformational scope of the book by
presenting thoughts about how the future of clinical phar-
macy can be approached.

As stated in the book, the text has 3 broad goals:
(1) to examine the development of clinical phar-

macy and document the ongoing transforma-
tion of pharmacy from a product-focused
profession to one that is patient-focused;

(2) to reflect on the impact that landmark events,
publications, or trends have had on facilitating

this professional transformation, through the per-
sonal observations and commentaries of some of
the people who have provided leadership in
pharmacy’s transformation to date;

(3) to provide a strategic perspective and recom-
mendations for the future.

The book consists of 8 chapters. The first chapter de-
scribes the roots of clinical pharmacy from 1910-1959,
and the following 5 chapters describe events occurring in
each decade from 1960-2009. Chapter 7 provides a broad
overview of what has occurred in pharmacy, including
its transformation from a profession focused on product
to a profession focused on the patient. The final chapter
provides thoughts about factors that may affect the trajec-
tory of pharmacy’s transformation over the next 4 decades.
Indicators for monitoring progress in the future also are
offered to capitalize on opportunities as they present
themselves.

Clinical Pharmacy in the United States: Transforma-
tion of a Profession is an original book that provides a
comprehensive, accurate, and interesting description of
clinical pharmacy. This book is an essential addition to
libraries in colleges of pharmacy and will appeal to a va-
riety of professionals including pharmacists, educators,
and researchers. It may be an especially valuable gift
for trainees who are exploring clinical pharmacy as a ca-
reer path, or as a retirement gift for those leaving the
profession with an appreciation for the transformations
that have occurred.
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