
AACP MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting February 6, 2015 Hilton Austin, Austin, Texas

Roll call
President Patricia Chase welcomed the Board and

staff members present at the Hilton Austin at 9:10 a.m.
on February 6, 2015. The following Board members par-
ticipated in the discussion: David D. Allen (Council of
Deans), Robert B. Blouin (Council of Deans), Cynthia J.
Boyle (President-elect), J. Chris Bradberry (Treasurer),
Craig D. Cox (Council of Sections), Lynn Crismon
(Council of Deans), Edward M. DeSimone (Council of
Sections), Philip M. Hritcko (Speaker of the House),
Lucinda L. Maine (Executive Vice President), Peggy
Piascik (Immediate Past President), Steven A. Scott
(Council of Faculties), Todd D. Sorensen (Council of
Faculties), and Robin M. Zavod (Council of Faculties).

AACP staff included: Jennifer L. Adams, Michelle
T. Assa-Eley, Lynette R. Bradley-Baker, Melinda D.
Colón, Stephanie S. Fouch, Barbra A. Gustis, William
G. Lang, Colleen M. Miglio, Ruth E. Nemire, Cecilia
M. Plaza, Maureen Thielemans, and Sibu Ramamurthy.

Guests included: Gayle A. Brazeau (AJPE Editor),
Joseph T. DiPiro (President-elect designate), Evan T.
Robinson (Speaker-elect designate), Dana E. Thimons
(Sewell Fellow), and Sarah M. Barden (APPE Student).

Proposals for Additions to the Agenda
Two revisions to the agenda were identified by

Board members: 1) ACPE next appointment cycle com-
mittee appointments, 2) removal of approval of 3 awards
on this agenda to the March 2015 Board meeting agenda
so all the Board affirmations could be done at the same
time.

Conflict of Interest Statement
President Chase read the Conflict of Interest state-

ment. No conflicts of interest were identified.

Approval of Minutes of the October 28-29, 2014
Board of Directors Meeting

On MOTION (Allen, Piascik), the Board approved
theminutes of theOctober 28-29, 2014Board ofDirectors
Meeting.

Financial Update
Finance committeematerials and comparative finan-

cial statements were presented by Treasurer Chris Brad-
berry and Senior Director of Finance Sibu Ramamurthy.

The year started out strong with the successful Annual
meeting and two AACP Institutes. The current number
of PharmCAS applicants is down approximately 1,200 in
comparison to a year ago with 4.3 applications per appli-
cant, also down from the last cycle.

Recruitment efforts are being revisited especially in
the Council of Deans. Factors to be considered for future
AACP growth and financial stability include PharmCAS
application trends, PCATAdmission Tests/Kaplan royal-
ties, individual membership retention & growth, the
investment portfolio, and Professions Quest LLC. Strate-
gic initiativeswith financial implications include building
a new AAMS System, development of a robust Knowl-
edgeManagementSystem,buildingaSpeaker’s/Consultants
Bureau, revamping the current AACPWebsite, and man-
aging the IT infrastructure of AACP.

Mimycx, the first quest of Professions Quest, is set to
launch later this quarter. There are currently multiple
schools beta testing the first quest in an interdisciplinary
setting. After the release and publication of the first quest
the company plans on releasing two quests a quarter for
a total of 6-8 quests in CY2015.

The Investment Committee met via telephone in
December 2014 to develop a draft AACP Endowment
Policy. They also examined the AACP Investment
Portfolio and provided updates to reflect the change
in the endowment to fund awards. The Investment
Committee also discussed the change in partner for
the AACP Audit engagements with the retirement of
Jennine Anderson at UHYLLP, the filing of Tax Return
990, the financial risk analysis, and FY2016 budget
development.

ON MOTION (Boyle, Piascik) the Board voted to
approve the AACP Endowment Policy.

ONMOTION (Allen, Crismon) the Board approved
the change in the AACP Investment Policy to read: The
purpose of the Endowment Fund is to improve the return
on assets designated for generating income to covermajor
awards presented annually and the Brodie Scholar-in-
Residence. AACP’s major awards are the Dawson,
Chalmers, Lyman, Volwiler, Weaver and the Student
Community Engaged Service Award.

Selection of AACP Award Winners
The affirmation of the selection of the 2015 AACP

Award winners was tabled until the March 2015 Board
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meeting so that theBoard could vote on all 5Awards at the
same time.

AACP Speaker and Consulting Service Update
Associate Executive Vice President Ruth Nemire

provided an update on the Speaker and Consultants
Bureau, including a financial analysis with potential
start-up costs and anticipated revenues and operating
expenses. The Board reached the consensus that this
should not be considered a revenue generating initia-
tive but rather a member benefit and part of the knowl-
edge management efforts of the Association. The
Board also discussed using the different Councils more
efficiently to cover expertise areas if submissions to
the speaker and consulting service are going to be
reviewed prior to being available on the AACP web
site.

Report of the Strategic Planning Committee
President-elect Cynthia Boyle provided an over-

view of the strategic planning meeting that occurred
prior to the Board meeting. The revision of the strategic
plan will be a major one to account for rapid changes
occurring in healthcare, science, education, and tech-
nology. The discussion focused on defining what we
value as an Academy and thinking about how we ac-
complish what we value. There was also discussion on
moving away from lists of member services to focus on
leading change. The strategic planning committee will
also examine AACP’s governance structure and make
recommendations for future Board and membership
consideration.

Review of Strategic Issues and Recommendations
from Councils

Council of Faculties Chair Steve Scott brought up
the issue of emeritus faculty serving as officers of SIGs
or Sections. The Board discussed that the respective
nominations committees should consider potential
impending retirement when slating candidates and noted
that emeritus faculty may serve on committees and task
forces.

Council of Sections Chair Craig Cox reviewed how
the COS is looking at the Innovations in Teaching award
and potential changes in the submission process and cri-
teria, including a 2-phase approach to provide more feed-
back prior to full submission. Chair Cox also reported that
the taskforce on non-medical marijuana determined that
AACP does not need a policy concerning non-medical
marijuana at this time. The working group is very inter-
ested in continuing their work to examine issues associ-
ated with medical marijuana.

AAMS Update
Senior Director of Academic Affairs Cecilia M.

Plaza provided an update on the AAMS RFP for the
new build for AAMS to update the system for Standards
2016. The new system is anticipated to be available to
member institutions in fall 2015 for those colleges and
schools with site visits beginning in Fall 2016. Those
with accreditation visits scheduled through Spring
2016 will continue to have access to the original sys-
tem since they will be completing self-studies using
Standards 2007.

The Board also discussed the next AACP appoint-
ment to ACPE Board of Directors for the 2016-22 term.

AJPE Editor Update
Editor Gayle Brazeau provided an update on ac-

tivities of the Journal. The 2013 Journal Impact Factor
is 1.188 and the 5-Year Impact Factor is 1.461. The
most cited paper in 2013 was Center for the Advance-
ment of Pharmacy Education 2013 Educational Out-
comes by Medina et al. Future plans include the
development and implementation of the Joseph T.
DiPiro Excellence in Publishing Workshop at the
2015 Annual Meeting as a pre-session. Editorial man-
ager Amanda Thomasson will also work on the devel-
opment of a social media plan for AJPE. Editor
Brazeau discussed the difficulty in finding quality re-
viewers and asked for feedback on how to increase that
pool of individuals.

Knowledge Management Update
Vice President of Public Affairs and Engagement

Lynette Bradley-Baker and Sewell Foundation Fellow
Dana Thimons provided an overview on knowledgeman-
agement. AACP received a grant from the Sewell Memo-
rial Fund to retain a fellow for 2015. Dana Thimons is an
information scientist at Nova Southeastern who began
working atAACP in January 2015 andwill guide a project
to enhanceAACP’s approach to knowledgemanagement.
Identifying information assets, both within the Associa-
tion’s data systems and within the membership, and de-
termining the most effective methods of making our
information more accessible is the focus of this knowl-
edge management work.

AACP Positioning and Branding Strategies
Stephanie Fouch, Senior Advisor for Outreach and

Communications, provided an update on the brand posi-
tioning and outreach for AACP and the pharmacy pro-
fession more broadly. This strategy includes message
pillars that could be used to help promote our AACP
brand.
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NABP/AACP District Meetings Status
President Pat Chase led a discussion on whether

AACP should continue to partner with NABP for the
District meetings.The Council of Deans may explore
the current perspective of AACP members to deter-
mine the perceived value in continuing this series of
meetings.

Information Items
Information items including updates on priorities

and status of the AACP policy agenda, as well as reports
on Council activities, recent committee meetings and
other district, national and international meetings
attended. Themeeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. on February
6, 2015 after roundtable sharing.
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