
AACP MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting, Nov. 12-13, 2015, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Roll Call
President Cynthia J. Boyle welcomed the Board

and staff members present at the Toronto Convention
Center at 1:30 p.m. on November 12, 2015. The follow-
ing Board members participated in the discussion:
Robert B. Blouin (Council of Deans), J. Chris Bradberry
(Treasurer), Patricia A. Chase (Immediate Past Presi-
dent), Craig D. Cox (Council of Sections), Edward M.
DeSimone (Council of Sections), Joseph T. DiPiro
(President-elect), Natalie D. Eddington (Council of
Deans), Schwanda K. Flowers (Council of Sections),
Anandi V. Law (Council of Faculties), Lucinda L.
Maine (Executive Vice President), Evan T. Robinson
(Speaker of the House), Steven A. Scott (Council of
Faculties), and ToddD. Sorensen (Council of Faculties).

AACP staff included: Jennifer L. Adams, Lynette R.
Bradley-Baker, Melinda D. Colón, Stephanie Saunders
Fouch, Barbra A. Gustis, William G. Lang, Joan M.
Lakoski, Colleen M. Miglio, Ruth E. Nemire, Cecilia M.
Plaza, and Sibu Ramamurthy.

Guests included Matt Duvall and Deborah Crowne,
both with UHY LLP, by phone on November 13.

There were no additions to the agenda.

Conflict of Interest Statement
President Boyle read the conflict of interest state-

ment and asked board members to identify any potential
issues. Council of Deans Chair Blouin briefed the board
on a Center for Innovation at the Eschelman School of
Pharmacy and indicated that he would recuse himself
from any agenda items with the potential for conflicts.
President Boyle requested that the Argus Commission
include a review of the Conflict of Interest policy in their
scope of work this year.

Approval of Minutes of July 2015 Board of Directors
Meeting

OnMOTION (Chase, Scott) the Board approved the
minutes of the July 2015 meeting.

Approval of the Fiscal 2015 Audit
Matt Duval and Deborah Crowne with UHY LLP

reviewed the procedures and presented findings from the
FY 2015 audit. Theirs was a clean and unmodified opin-
ion of financial management for the previous fiscal year.

On MOTION (Bradberry, Blouin) the Board approved
the audit report for FY 2015.

Financial Update
Treasurer Bradberry and Sibu Ramamurthy, Senior

Director for Finance, lead the discussion of association
finance issues as of the end of the first quarter of Fiscal
Year 2016. Barbra A. Gustis, Senior Director ofMeetings
and Business Partnerships, presented an analysis of the
fiscal implications of implementing a reduced annual
meeting registration rate for Emeritus members of the
Association. On MOTION (Bradberry, Robinson) the
Board approved the offering of a 50% discount on
the Early Bird annual meeting registration for Emeritus
members of the Association.

Sibu Ramamurthy provided an analysis of trends and
issues from the first quarter of the current fiscal year that
might affect the yearend results.Despite record attendance,
revenues for the July 2015meetingwere lower than budget
by approximately $250,000. This was offset by expense
reductions of $100,000. The early trend on PharmCAS
revenues shows continuing decreases in applicants and
applications which will be watched very closely through
the December application deadline. More students are
applying for early decisions which affects the average
number of applications per applicant early in the cycle.

Ramamurthy reviewed several capital investment
projects in the information technology area, including
the likely need to implement a new association manage-
ment system (membership database). The current data-
base vendor was selected over ten years ago and was
recently acquired by a vendor with a different system.
The AACPweb site was last updatedmore than five years
ago and it is anticipated that a major enhancement will be
initiated in FY 2017.

The status and finances of Professions Quest, the
wholly owned subsidiary producing Mimycx, were
reviewed. A national sales manager was brought on
board in October 2015 and weekly faculty development
webinars are now being hosted by PQ staff. The Board
discussed all the recommendations of the Finance Com-
mittee regarding PQ’s operations, including the pursuit
of outside investors and the timing of future decisions
representing an exit strategy. With careful monitoring of
PQ’s expenses, the current fundingwould allowoperations
to continue through the end of February 2016. The Finance
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Committee and the Board will review the status in early
2016. Newmonthly written updates on the game company
will be provided for the Board members beginning in
December 2015.

Recommendations from the Special Committee on
Admissions

Jennifer A. Adams, Senior Advisor, Student Affairs,
reviewed the status of several recommendations from the
2013-15 Special Committee on Admissions. Several, in-
cluding the establishment of a standing committee on
admission, have been implemented or are in progress.
She provided an overview of feedback received from
members on proposed Cooperative Admissions Guide-
lines since the July meeting and noted that feedback
was split almost evenly between those articulating sup-
port versus opposition to the current draft guidelines. On
MOTION (Chase, Law) the Board approved the estab-
lishment of a new task force to continue the analysis
and further refine theGuidelines before adoption is recon-
sidered. The task force will be appointed by President
Boyle and will report to the Board in July 2016.

AACP Appointment to the ACPE Board of Directors
Cecilia M. Plaza, Senior Director of Academic Af-

fairs, presented the names of three finalists identified by
the committee of the Board charged with reviewing can-
didates submitted pursuant to the call for the 2016-2022
position on the ACPE Board. The dossiers for each can-
didate were made available to the Board for review and
Marie Chisholm-Burns (University of Tennessee) was
selected via electronic ballot.

Special Interest Group Proposal
Melinda D. Colón, Director of Governance and

Meetings, presented one request to establish an Interpro-
fessional Practice and Education Special Interest Group.
The status of the Argus Commission review of current
governance issues was discussed by EVP Maine who
noted that the Commission would be presenting gover-
nance recommendations for Board review in February
2016. Given that four requests for new SIGs are currently
pending until that review is completed, on MOTION
(Cox, Robinson) the Board deferred action on the new
request pending receipt of the Argus recommendations.

Priorities of the Strategic Plan
Joseph T. DiPiro, President-elect and chair of the

2015-16 Strategic Planning Committee, reviewed the
early work of the committee and noted that a consultant
will soon be selected to advise the Association in devel-
opment of a new strategic plan.

Lynette R. Bradley-Baker, Vice President of Public
Affairs and Engagement, provided an update on the de-
velopment of AACP’s knowledge management frame-
work and system development. This work has been led
by Dana Thimons, the Grace and Harold Sewell Memo-
rial Fund Fellow.

Stephanie S. Fouch, Senior Advisor, Outreach and
Communications, presented an update on communication
enhancement efforts completed during 2015 and outlined
future work focused on effectively positioning the pro-
fession of pharmacy and AACP members as pivotal con-
tributors to health reform and patient-centered care.

Assessment and Accreditation Management System
(AAMS) Update

Cecilia M. Plaza provided an overview of the devel-
opment of the newAssessment andAccreditationManage-
ment System mapped to the 2016 accreditation standards.
She reviewed the enhanced features of the system, includ-
ing automatic uploads and data views of information from
the AACP Institutional Research databases, versioning of
items in the system, and tagging of documents for easier
search and retrieval.

Strategic Discussion on National Pharmacy Applicant
Pool

Jennifer A. Adams presented an analysis of recent
trends in applications submitted through PharmCAS, as
well as application trends for several other health disci-
plines. She reviewed AACP’s current portfolio of recruit-
ment efforts and recommendations related to recruitment
from the Special Committee on Admissions. Given the
factors underlying decreasing numbers of applicants to
colleges and schools of pharmacy, plans for an aggressive
campaign for the profession of pharmacywere outlined to
bolster local recruitment support for member institutions
and provide a longitudinal approach to pipeline enhance-
ment for the future.

Reports from the Council of Deans, Faculty and
Sections

Chairs Blouin, Sorenson and DeSimone each pre-
sented an overview of their respective council’s priorities
for the current year and the status of several significant
projects. Accelerating change in education and practice,
interpreting how the Pharmacist Patient Care Process
should influence education, and aligned strategic plan-
ning at the section level are all key initiatives this year.

2014-15 House of Delegates Outcomes
Speaker Robinson noted that the minutes of

the 2014-15 House of Delegates are available and
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discussed the communications plans for the coming
year. This includes new Speaker communications tar-
geted to delegates appointed to serve for the first time.
EVP Maine provided a brief summary of activities
related to the Board’s resolution on an evidence-based
assessment toolbox mapped to the 2013 CAPE Compe-
tencies andpresentations related to the resolution delivered
at the AACP/NABP District Meetings this summer and
fall.

Standing Committee Reports
Five of the 2015-16 standing and special committees

met in Toronto immediately prior to the Board of Direc-
tors meeting and committee staff liaisons and Natalie D.
Eddington, chair of the Research and Graduate Affairs
Committee, provided brief reports on the work of each
committee.

Priorities and Status of AACP’s Policy Agenda
WilliamG. Lang, Senior Policy Advisor, and JoanM.

Lakoski, Vice President of Research and Graduate
Education, presented an update on salient issues and activ-
ities relevant to the AACP policy agenda. This included
several new engagements with federal agencies on timely
prevention and health-related priorities.

Meetings Attended and Roundtable
PresidentBoyle andothers shared information regard-

ing a number of regional, national and international meet-
ings that AACP representatives have attended since the
July 2015 meeting. These included AACP and school
participation in all AACP/NABP District Meetings, JCPP,
FIP, the ACPE CPD Conference, and several others.

After a time for roundtable sharing of other timely
information the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
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