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This second edition of the APHA Immunization Hand-
book is compressive and includes nearly everything a
new and current immunizing pharmacist would like to
know regarding the provision of immunizations within
their practice. It covers the major topics of program de-
velopment, program management, immunization and de-
livery options, safetymeasures, roles and responsibilities,
and immunization and vaccine product information. I was
not able to locate another more complete text that was
more up to date. For the novice pharmacist immunization
provider, this handbook would be valuable in setting up
a beginning practice. For the current pharmacist immuni-
zation provider, there is value in the reminder for safety
measures, frequently asked questions about immuniza-
tions, and staying informed. The chapter entitled “Travel
Health and Vaccination Clinics” was a quick summary of
how to expand an immunization practice in this growing
area within pharmacy. The reference sections at the end
of each chapter are helpful to provide the reader with
a guide to garner more information about a particular
topic. The tables within the text were clear. One disadvan-
tage of the handbook is that it is limited in color format.

Adding a few graphics that support the text and addi-
tional colors would make the book easier on the eyes
and a livelier read.

I would recommend the book as a companion ref-
erence for colleges and schools of pharmacy that are
providing the APHA Immunization Program for their
students within their curriculum. While pharmacy stu-
dents are learning the material required to obtain an
immunization certificate, chapter 2, “Roles for Techni-
cians and Student Pharmacists,” and chapter 17, “Fre-
quently Asked Questions About Immunizations,” would
be valuable for comprehension. For colleges and schools
of pharmacy that participate in immunization clinics
both on campus and off-site, chapter 11, “Vaccine De-
livery in Off-Site Clinics,” would be helpful for student
participation in these health provision activities. The
material in this chapter is presented in checklist format,
which would be helpful when planning an off-site im-
munization clinic. Because of the small (pocket) size of
the Handbook, I would recommend that it be in one’s
personal library when traveling to off-site clinics and/or
community pharmacies that offer immunizations as a
quick reference for employees. It would also be advan-
tageous to have a digital copy available for colleges and
schools of pharmacy to allow for student access. Phar-
macist and pharmacy students would have to review
multiple Web sites and other texts to obtain the material
that had been concisely provided in this handbook.

Corresponding Author: Veronica T. Bandy, PharmD, MS,
Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences,
University of the Pacific, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton,
CA 95211. Tel: 209-946-2363. Fax: 209-946-2402.
E-mail: vbandy@pacific.edu

American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education 2012; 76 (9) Article 184.

1

 b
y 

gu
es

t o
n 

M
ay

 2
3,

 2
02

3.
 ©

 2
01

2 
A

m
er

ic
an

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

of
 C

ol
le

ge
s 

of
 P

ha
rm

ac
y

ht
tp

://
w

w
w

.a
jp

e.
or

g
D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 

http://www.ajpe.org

